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G�day Members et all, 
 
This month we have the Bungendore Retreat on again � this year it is called �Back to Bungendore�. 
No doubt many of you will be there.   If you are new to the Club, this has evolved into an annual 
event that is an extremely enjoyable one as well, thank you to Mick and Helen Newton (of 
Bungendore).  The full details are available in the FEB 2011 newsletter, which can be viewed  in 
the newsletter section at www.recoainc.com . 
 
The current edition of �Old Bike Australasia� features a n article on Winifred Wells.  
 
Membership renewals come up next month (April).  You must renew your membership before July 
1, as that is the day that the colour calendar gets posted out along with a Club sticker and cloth 
patch.  If you are not financial on that day, you can buy these items when you re-join the Club. 
Don�t leave things to the last minute as it�s too much of  a hassle. Some members have been paying 
three years in advance.  They will receive the calendar etc automatically. A list of those who need 
to renew will be included in the April newsletter, and maybe in the June one as well if necessary. 
 
Member of the Month articles have slowed down again.  If you have not done so, please compile 
your member of the month information asap, and send it in with some photos.  Either post the 
article and photos to the Club address or email it to recoainc@gmail.com or 
shipping.office@bigpond.com 
 
Not all members are listed at www.recoainc.com or at yahoo groups.  Please remember if applying 
to gain admittance to www.recoainc.com you need to use your first name and last name (eg John 
Smith).  If you use a pseudonym on applying, you won�t be admitted if it does not match up with 
your real name on the membership list.  
 
Numbers for the AGM  at Bicheno, TAS , are slowly building.  It is important that you register 
sooner rather than later particularly due to the fact that the TAS school holidays will be on at that 
time.  Bruce has been to TAS and there is plenty of information in this newsletter. 
 
For those of you who may wish to advertise something �For  Sale or Wanted�, submit an article,  
ride report, or even a MOM (with pictures please), either e-mail Dame Margaret Coan at  
shipping.office@bigpond.com or mail to 74 Macquarie Street, Merewether, NSW, 2291. 
 
See you at Bungendore !  And Register for the AGM if it�s the last thing you do! 
 
REgards  Anthony Wright, Acting Editor. 
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RIDES & RALLIES 
Please advise any calendar dates in similar format to these by e-mail to Mike Crawley at 
mjcrawl@optusnet.com.au  or Anthony Wright at recoainc@gmail.com  or by post to PO Box 4075, McKinnon 
VIC 3204 
 
MARCH 2011    
1    SEQ Mob mid-week coffee run: ph Mike 0410 457769 
9    SEQ Mob club meeting Fitzy�s Tavern Loganholm , 7pm   
12-13   BUNGENDORE RETREAT   Contact Mick Newton 0402 152 414 
18  VIC MRAVic 2011 AGM  
20  SQE Mob monthly ride: Ph Mike 0410457769 
20  QLD � Maleny Motorcycle Swap, Maleny showgrounds 
20 VIC - The 59 Club Australia 4th Annual Burn-Up � contact An thony Wright 
27 VIC � 5 th Mountain District Car & Bike Show, Healesville 
 
APRIL 2011 
2-3  VIC � Logan Bike Show & Rally see ad in newsletter 
3  VIC � Bikes by the Bay , Williamstown 
5  SEQ Mob mid-week coffee run  ph Mike 0410 457769 
9-10  VIC � 35 th All British Rally 
13   SEQ Mob club meeting Fitzy�s Tavern Loganholm , 7pm   
17  SEQ Mob: monthly ride: ph Mike 0410 457769    
23&24  VIC Honda Broadford Bike Bonanza � Contact Mike Floyd 0410 599141 
 
MAY 2011 
3  SEQ Mob mid-week coffee run ph Mike 0410 457769 
11  SEQ Mob club meeting Fitzy�s Tavern Loganholm , 7pm   
15  SQE Mob monthly ride:.  Ph Mike 0410457769   
 
JUNE 2011 � COOKTOWN TOP END RALLY  Contact Mike Crawley 0410 457 769 
JULY 22-24 - Winter Rally at Holbrook - contact Garry Eyles 0400 405 158 
SEPT 9 - 11, 2011 - 8TH AGM IN BICHENO, TASMANIA �  Bruce Walker 0414 264 325 
 
Brisbane Ride 3rd Sunday of the Month. (ph Mike 0410 457 769) 

Melbourne meeting  Last TUES of month, 8PM, Racecourse Hotel, Caulfield 0411 770 225 

Perth meeting  FIRST TUESDAY Narrogin Inn, Armadale 7.30 PM. 

Sydney meeting  at 7.30 PM first TUES, Newington Hotel, on Stanmore Rd between Petersham and 
Stanmore.   

JULY WINTER RALLY at HOLBROOK: 
Met up with Phil Cox from Holbrook today and sussed out a ride for the Winter Rally. 
 Details of the rally are as follows: 
  
Dates:    Friday July 22 to Sunday July 24 
Entry fee:    Nil 
Location:    Holbrook NSW 
Accomodation:    Everyone books their own (accomodation contact details below) 
Meals etc:    Nothing supplied. Come as you are and pay as you go 
Saturday ride:     Organised. Maps and directions to be supplied on the day. Ride will commence at 
9.30am after the briefing that commences at 9.00am 
Saturday evening meal and get together:    Nothing arranged as yet but probably the Riverina Hotel 
or the RSL club, both of which are centrally located and reasonably priced. 
Sunday:     For self arranged sightseeing (there is plenty to see at Holbrook) or travelling home. 
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Accomodation contact details;  
All accomodation nominated is in easy reach of the main street of Holbrook. 
Please note that work on the Holbrook bypass is commencing soon which means that a lot of the 
cheaper accomodation will be booked out by road workers - I have already booked in for this 
reason. 
There may be more accomodation options than those listed below (B&Bs for example and/or 
motels that I may have missed - have a look on the net!) 
  
Riverina Hotel, 
131 Albury street Holbrook 
(02) 6036 2523 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              (02) 6036 
2523      end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
Single = $40. Twin or double = $50 
  
Holbrook Hotel 
144 Albury street Holbrook 
(02) 6036 2099 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              (02)  
60362099      end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
$30 per person regardless of nomber in room 
  
Glendale Park motel 
61 Albury street Holbrook 
(02) 6036 2599 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              (02) 6036 
2599      end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
Single = $79 
Twin/Double = $90/$85 
  
Holbrook Motor village 
Bardwell street holbrook 
(02) 6036 3100 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              (02) 6036 
3100      end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
Cabins from $90 for two people 
  
Holbrook Town Centre Motor Inn 
86 Albury Street Holbrook 
(02) 6036 2666 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              (02) 6036 
2666      end_of_the_skype_highlighting 
Single = $94 
Twin/double = $104 
 Cheers 
Garry 
�

����������	�
�
���
��

Welcome to Michael Rawlings, of Mentone. 
 
Michael is the enthusiastic owner  of a 2010 G5 Deluxe, and he loves the bike. 
 
He found out about the Club by browsing on the internet. 
 
We will most likely see Michael at the branch meeting this TUES at the Racecourse. 
 
He is not on yahoo yet but will be on www.recoainc.com by tomorrow morning. (17 02 11)�



 

RECOAN  No 69           March 2011 4 

��������������������������������������������������������� ��!"������#�

$%%&��������'���(��)���*�����+��
	,�-�#" ������������#�-�.���"���!��",�/��

���������#����#����0�����������#�0����#�	��0���������#��#-�#" �����

��"�#1��
�����
�������	��0���.��#���" � �����2�0��#�+���	���#"���

�����"1�#" �3��"� ��������

�

44444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444444�

�������0����!���#�����"#"��#���"�5��+�6��-�$%66-�!����0�������*�"1��"�����

�#����

�

6/���	����"��$%66�7�$%6$��#��" #��

�

$/���	����"����������!8�"��#����)����0#1�-�3#�9���-����/�

�

:/���	����"������9���)����0�9��-���#��!�" �!���"��#��-����/�

�

�������������0���������"�!#��������!�����������"�����������"�!�������-�

�����!� �0+�
#+�#" �5�"���

���#���������������������#" ��#+�+���� ��1�����"����#�������#"��#���-�#�����

�������#�#����)�"�#����"��/�#" ����������1������� #�#0#�����# +���������

0�1�#""�#������8�����

�

��1#� ��
��0�������������� 

 

Cloth Patch        Club Sticker
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FREE MEMBERSHIPS: 
Here is the deal: 

1)     Ad on a month in the calendar, as well as in the montage with all advertisers. 

2)     A free small ad every month in our newsletter 

3)     A free editorial (a few pages and photos) in our newsletter about your business 
(you must supply it preferably in MS Word format.) 

4)     RECOA Inc newsletter emailed to you free for 12 months 

5)     An open invitation to attend any of our Club functions 

6)     One copy of our colour calendar 

 
.Steve Hill please chase up BJ’s in Brisbane. 
 
Mike Crowder please chase up JCS in Perth. 
 
Any other members who want to help the Club , and save your membership fees for 2011 / 2012, 
please get a sponsor for the calendar.  
 
Calendar ad only :   $250 
 
Calendar ad, plus one full page ad every month for 12 months:    $475 
 
One full page ad for 12 months only:     $360 
 
Once you have someone who wants to go ahead, an official Club invoice will be sent out to them. 
 
Please give this a go. 
 

RIDE  REPORTS 

���������	�
����
���

Our first chance for a ride in this very damp year was the mid-week coffee run which ended up 
being just Clint, Paul and me.  We alternated riding through showers and steaming humidity on our 
way to a small bike-accessory store but it was worth it as I came away with a cheap mesh jacket.   
Not so good for Paul, though, who was struggling with a sluggish Bullet.  But eventually we got our 
coffee and then we hardly got wet at all on the way home! 
Our monthly meeting the following week saw 6 of us regulars sitting down for dinner in company 
with new member-to-be, Dick. He was down from Cooktown and found out about our meeting 
from the internet site.  He proved to be an interesting character who mostly has Nortons but is 
restoring a 1930s RE as well.  And the fact that he comes from Cooktown is a bonus!   
The club ride on the 3rd Sunday was set for a run through Murphy�s Creek, but because of the 
earlier floods we decided instead to head into the coast hinterland.  The weather was fine with blue 
skies all round.  By 8:30am Jenny and I (Bonneville) had met up with Leon, Rick, Clive and Steve 
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(Bullets) but by Nerang we noticed that we�d lost Clive so Rick went back for him.  At Maccas we 
caught up with Chris, who was taking his newly re-built 535 Electra for its first real spin, Richard, 
re-joining the group after the horrors of re-location, Steve McT who rides his Triumph with us 
every so often, Chris� mate Mike on his Suzuki something, and John. John was leading this ride but 
as his Bullet hasn�t yet evolved from its latest metamorphous he lead us on his Yamaha 600 single.  
He took us into the cool of the coast hinterland along lovely twisty roads to a great pie shop in 
Canungra.  Then with pies eaten and drinks drunk, we decided that Leon�s bike was becoming quite 
noisy so the group split up with Steve and I escorting Leon home and the others heading up into the 
mountains to return via the long way. 
Unfortunately Rick refuses to go to Nerang ever again as the last two attempts have seen him 
yellow carded before kick off.  A pity, because it turned out that a loose wire in the nacelle of 
Clive�s bike did nothing more than spoilt a good ride.  As for Leon�s bike, it�s in the corner of the 
shed getting a jolly good dressing down by its owner.  
But for me, with no bike problems, it was another really nice ride.  And if it wasn�t for the road 
works just ten minutes from home it would have been a really great ride. 
Mike 
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VIC ride.   What a great ride!   FEB 12th 2011. 
Four (4) Carberrys, one Interceptor, one UCE with 19"rims, 350 mudguard and kick-start, a 
Triumph twin, an old Suzuki 650 military twin. 
The following members were on the ride: 
Mike Floyd, Norm Keen, Paul Carberry, Guy Brown, Anthony Wright, and a few invitees joined us  
along with Luka Carberry.. 
It was an impressive site seeing 4 Carberrys and an Interceptor roaring along. I rode the UCE, it’s 
one of Mike’s machines. Very nice indeed.  Plenty of power, good handling, and good brakes.  It’s a 
winner. 
 
The 59 Club mob was content to sit and have coffees so we left them and went for a ride through 
Toolangi and near to Kinglake and back to Launching Place. 
We may well see 3 Carberrys at the Bungendore Retreat. 
 
Don’t forget the 59 Club’s ride on 20th March . 
 
******************************************************************************* 
 
VIC RIDE SUN 20th FEB  
 
I asked the missus, you beauty I had a leave pass.  I spoke with Ant he wanted to meet at my place 
with Norm to then travel to Don’s, Don had some plan about Yan Yean and beyond.  I told Ant it 
would be quicker if he rode straight to Don’s and I would meet him there, Ant never told me he was 
at his place which is may be 15 minutes from my place, I thought he was at Norms. 
 
I got to Don’s I was thinking I might ride my black motorcycle which Don is kindly looking after 
for me until it is sold, unfortunately the front tyre was flat.  About 10 minutes later Ant and Norm 
arrived, Ant on Joe’s motorcycle and Norm on his Interceptor.  A few minutes talking and then we 
were off.  We stopped at a petrol station on Plenty Road to fuel up and then it was the 3 Bulleteers 
plus the Inter tearing off along Plenty Road towards the outer reaches of Melbourne.  The day was 
overcast but warm, a good day for riding.  We terrorized the traffic rumbling our way north east, no 
one was safe from our marauding manner.  As we got closer to Whittlesea Norms clutch began to 
play up and get worse with each kilometre, I remember looking at Norm and the frown on the face 
said it all.  Before long we were pulled over on the side of the road and Norm was going to turn 
around.  We were close to Whittlesea, 5 kilometres perhaps, so Don took the bull by the horns and 
said there is a pub at Whittlesea lets go there and we can fix the clutch while having a drink.  We all 
nodded and thought what a wise person Don is.  So with little ado we were off to the Whittlesea 
pub.  After a couple of rounds and some spilt packet of chips, Don called a fiend who lived near by 
and asked if we could go there to perform the necessary repairs on Norms Inter.  Once again we 
were off, belting along the road to King Lake.  After a few kilometres Don put on his right 
indicator, not that any of us behind him could see it.  We all slammed on the anchors, Ant smoked 
his rear tyre (I never knew you could do that on an Enfield).  We negotiated the turn and just 
avoided the oncoming traffic.  Ok away again and up to 80kph and Don put on his right hand 
indicator again with pretty much the same results except that Ant and I were like some 
synchronised swim team weaving sideways trying to avoid each with perhaps only 10s of 
centimetres separating our two motorcycles.  I think we both smoke our rear tyres.  Not to be 
deterred we set off along a gravel road and before we new it Don had indicated left and of course 
while we were all keenly watching for Don’s tricky indicators it made little difference to the 
outcome.  Fortunately this time we were not travelling too fast and managed to stop with a 
reasonable amount of decorum.   
 
At Don’s friends place where we were plied with fresh fruit cake and cups of warm coffee and tea, 
Don and Norm set about fixing Norms clutch.  The nut holding the clutch plates had loosened and 
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once tightened would likely remain in place for the rest of the day.  Ant and I talked with Don’s 
friends about that terrible day just over two years ago called black Saturday and how they were 
fortunate that the fire swept a kilometre or two to the north of them and how terrible the day was 
and how little they could do.  A truly frightening event.   
 
Norm was right to go so at last we could head to Yan Yean Reservoir as originally planned.  We 
said our good byes and thank yous and off we went.  We turned in to the reservoir, the glittering 
irony of the sunlight reflecting off the full reservoir simply highlights the extremes of this 
wonderful place we live in. 
 
Through the park surrounding the reservoir and out the other side, we were now in classic Enfield 
country, secondary roads with bends and hills.  Don turned right, it had all of us on tenterhooks, the 
corner was negotiated successfully.  Then in to the sprawling suburbia of Melbourne and then a left 
and finally sweeping bends, hills, nirvana.  Before we knew it though we were at Hurstbridge.  Don 
turned us around and we took a different route back and we discovered a beautiful country road 
with a mixture of tight and sweeping bends, hills and gullies. There was only 30-40 metres between 
us along this delightful bitumen notion, it was barely more than a notion really.  It was challenging 
riding behind Norm as his brake light only operates from the rear brake which he wasn’t always 
using, however I realised I had to ride the road and not worry about what Norm was doing.  At 
some point Ant did his obligatory break away, it wouldn’t be Ant if this didn’t happen.  
 
Finally we found our way back on to Plenty Road which took us all the way back to the Bender Bar 
(honestly don’t ask).  We had a few ales, a couple of snags (were they bent or straight?) and then we 
left Don to the locals.  Norm rode on to the Eastern Freeway heading towards Dandenong, Ant and 
I rode sedately along the Boulevard to South Yarra and then down Orrong Road, where I waved 
Ant good bye as I turned off to my place. 
 
This day had all the elements of a Hollywood blockbuster, the only problem being if they ever 
made the movie who would they get to play Ant.  What a great days ride, truly it was. 
 
Cheers Charles 
 
******************************************************************************** 
 

 
1939 K Model 
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MEMBER OF THE MONTH  - TOM JEFFRIES 
 
Hello there fellow RE owners 
 
I�ve always liked the old thumpers and the character that goes with them.  Well, a month or so ago I 
spied an ad in Just Bikes, a couple of lines, no photo, but enough to get going.  The good wife 
(Bronwyn) gave the all clear.  It�s a bonus to have a girl that rides as well. 
 
Well, I now have a Deluxe 2008 with under 2 k on the dial.  I picked up the bike in sunlight which 
soon turned to dark.  Bronwyn behind in car, we left Mansfield and headed to a friend�s place in 
Strath Creek for a huge bonfire.  It was a bloody cold ride but I had a grin from ear to ear and to hell 
with the wombats and roos, a  good swag of stories lay ahead.  The next morning a more casual ride 
back home along the back road home to acquaint �Gandi� � t hat�s what I�ve called the bike - with 
others in the shed. 
  

 
The night after picking up Gandi after party � first daylig ht ride.   
 
I�ve been riding with a license since 1979, but used to angle the bikes down the half mile drive to 
the highway at the bottom of Mt Tennerif, a mile to two from the Locksley turn-off and wait for a 
truck to pass, fire the bike up, then wait for the next, then hell for leather down to Melbourne and 
back for some fun, and then have to push it back up the drive in the early hours.  I don�t think Dad 
ever knew, but if he did, he didn�t say anything � probably had a laugh watching me heave the 
heavy bike up the hill.  Can�t get away with that these days, much. 
 
I�ve owned a few along the way, reckon you people will probably recall the brands.  Here goes: 
 
Kwaka AG 100, Suzie T 350 twin, BSA 250 2C11, Kwaka 400 triple, Honda 750/4, Triump Trident 
750 Breadbox, Harley 74 Sportster, Harley 1928 F Head 1,000, Frances Barnett 250 trail, Triumph 
Tiger 79 750, Ducati 900 GTS, Triumph Trident Yank 750, Kwaka 900, Triumph 79 Bonnie 750, 
Harley Tourguide Classic Flth 80 cub, Harley FLH 80, Triumph 1200 Trophy 98, Kawaka VN 
2000cc, Royal Enfield Delux 500. 
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I guess the bike that brings fond memories would be the 79 Tiger Triumph. 
 
Interesting rides � well, one ride years ago was from Mt  Isa to Darwin on the Kwaka 900.  I think it 
was past Pane Creek I felt the wind of a buffalo horn at 70 mph.  It was night and I was only 19 at 
the time.  Mind you, Tennant Creek the night before I found my helmet in the fishpond and the 900 
90o in the hotel hedge.  Beware of mates who drop trips in your beer as you ride along!  Up the guts 
on the 79 bonnie when it was dent from Pumbra to the N.T. border was good too.  But the last good 
ride was to Tassie.  It was the ducks guts � took the VN Kw aka and the HRD sidecar.  Bronwyn 
was in the chair.  She had a bad knee and left her bike at home.  The trip on the ferry was a buzz 
and I�d thoroughly recommend the place.  Great roads and food.  The oysters were to the extreme.  
Just beware they haven�t worked out what blinkers are for and don�t park on the footpath in Burnie 
- $25 for each bike x 4, though luckily we got off after a letter was sent. 
 
Interesting Stories and some scratches hey!  Going up to Sydney one night I made it as far as 
Tarcutta.  I pulled up at the pub for a whiskey then made it up the road a couple of yards and got 
snap frozen again.  You know those Triumph Tigers have a good figure, they fit straight through the 
door of that motel room and she didn�t even leave a mess on the carpet. 
 
Well, you don�t get to the present time without a few good yarns at the fireplace of the local. 
 
Pulled up at a mate�s place, noisy vale train on the FLTH 81, my mate wasn�t home yet, so I put my 
coat and gloves in the panniers and took off, warm afternoon � you get the picture.  Heading for 
home via back road out towards Longwood, got up to 85 mph, then holy snapping bambholes, it 
really does happen in slow motion.  I couldn�t even get the foot up to the brake before I cut a stud 
Dorset short Horn Pole ram clean in half, lucky I missed the two ewes he was chasing.  I held on for 
as long as I could � new to this game of kiss the ashfelt, when the bike hit the grounds.  I kicked off, 
ground a hole in the elbow and side.  Not wanting to be selfish, I tolled on to the other side and tore 
a hole the same.  When everything finally stopped I lay on my back thinking how incredible quite 
everything was.  Then I got to my feel, pulled sheath knife out and headed for the woolly assassin.  
Well it was blown in half � there is just not justice!  I lay down on the road again thinking the 
whole thing over and came to the conclusion that if I lay there any longer farmer Joe would run me 
owner in revenge for killing his stud ram.  
 
Back on my feet again, pulled the keys out of the bike and turned the fuel off and started the walk 
back to my mate�s farm.  Walked one mile then got a life back to the mate�s place.  Found him 
home.  We went back to the bike.  He rode it back to the farm, me in the car, front forks bent, 
fairing buggered, and panniers, but still rideable.  When we got back to his place his Mum had his 
tea on the table � roast lamb.  Hell, I�d just had some.   Well, after tea we thought it a good idea to 
get me to the red cross place.  Black tea with plenty of sugar only goes so far.  We finally got to the 
hospital as shock was starting to set in � it felt more  like rigor mortise.   They threw me into a bath 
of yellow stuff then had all the nurses drop in for a look at the best case of gravel rash that they had 
seen for years.   I got out of hospital three days later, straight to the bank, then to Melbourne for 
parts back home.  Dad helped me put the new forks in, bike on bench lights exhaust.  I woke up at 5 
in the morning and rode off to Mt Gamrie for the classic races.  A hell of a week. 
 
Well as interests go, I like anything mechanical, bikes and things that go bank.  I�m a member of 
the black powder club, and enjoy walk throughs, 1840�s rendezvous. 
 
Special skills, well, I�ll plead the fifth on that one.  Self taught just the basics.   
 
The wish list is like a kid in a toy shop.  Vincent Black shadow, Brough 1150, Carberry, Britten, 
Hetchkers.  I reckon there�s still a few gems hiding out in sheds.  I hope one of us finds them and 
not the turn-over dealer!  As far as rides, I�ve only seen a bit around the traps.  The wife and I 
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would like to trip around Oz land.  Maybe the Isle of Man, scooting around the verandah at 100+ 
mph would be the ducks guts on mad Sunday. 
 
Where I live is very flat but half an hour ride puts you the other side of Longwood, then its some of 
the most spectacular country to ride in and some very exciting back road to thump around on. 
 
 
  
 
Buying goods from Club Store. 
 
email me at huscot2000@yahoo.com 
 
or ring me on 0247395486 after 6pm with your order i will then pack order and get quote from post 
office, then email you with total cost. 
this can then be direct deposited to club a/c bsb 063-303 a/c 10102194 club a/c is with comm 
bank.when charles todd emails me that money is in a/c will post goods.postage is not fixed as it 
varies with destination. 
 
stock at hand @ 18/02/2011 
 
CAPS QTY 4 
WALLETS QTY 2 
PATCH/STICKER SETS QTY 2 
BLUE EMBROIDERED POLO SHIRTS 2 LARGE 1 SMALL 
BELT BUCKLES QTY 10 
COFFEE MUGS QTY 21 
CHAIN HALF LINKS LIGHT QTY 12 
H4 HALOGEN GLOBES 100/90 WATT QTY 14 
 
AS YOU CAN SEE STOCK IS SELLING FAST DONT MISS OUT ON THESE FINE CLUB 
ITEMS. 
Hugh Club Store. 
 

 
6;:<�=�
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The President Writes 
From the Square Office at the Cream House 
Baulkham Hills NSW 
 
 
My brief sojourn in Tasmania was most interesting. For starters I met our Club�s 
three members, Richard Edge, Bob Pearson and Bill Matthews, all splendid fellows. 
Although I was in a hired car I was able to imagine myself on my Royal Enfield 
riding on those roads, and through many of the twisty bits, wishing I was on the 
motorcycle. It seems Tasmanians regard the Midlands Highway between Launceston 
and Hobart as their most boring road, but it is less than 200 kilometres and there is a 
fair bit to see along the way, so if that�s the worst they can come up with just imagine 
how good the rest of it is. I suspect there isn�t a bad motorcycle road in all Tasmania. 
They depend on tourists down there so things seem to be a little more expensive than 
on the mainland. Petrol is around 10 cents dearer and I guess everything else is about 
5 -10% more expensive. Possibly accommodation is cheaper in the less tourist 
frequented areas but on the whole expect to pay more. House prices in Tasmania 
have caught up with the mainland and I believe the big drift of mainlanders to 
Tasmania which for a time was greater than those departing, has settled down to 
about evens.  
 
Plans for the September RECOA AGM are well underway. I urge those Members 
who are contemplating going to make up their minds to go and soon, because 
bookings need to be made a.s.a.p. Our AGM is on the middle weekend of the 
Tasmanian school holidays so expect there to be more traffic on the roads although 
nothing like on the mainland. Even �peak hour� in Hobart is abo ut 10 minutes long 
and some people complain about that!! Expect it to be coolish in September but 
Bicheno is on the warmer dry east coast. Like old England, Tasmania experiences 
rapid changes of weather with sometimes four seasons in the one day so come 
prepared. 
 
Remember, start planning to attend our AGM and make bookings NOW, so you 
don�t miss out.  
 
Ride safely.  
 
 
Bruce Walker. 
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Beginnings 
In 1984 a 17 year old Allan Hitchcock took possession of a 500 square foot unit in Redditch, a few 
miles from the former site of the Royal Enfield factory. With this unit as his base, Allan began to sell 
used parts for Royal Enfield motorcycles � and so Hitchcock s Motorcycles came into being. Twenty six 
years later, with steady year on year growth, Hitchcocks Motorcycles employs a staff of 16, aged from 
17 to over 75 and, between them, having some 400 years experience of classic British motorcycles! 
Thanks to the worldwide interest in Royal Enfield motorcycles, the company continues to grow.  
 

From our 11,000 square foot purpose 
built premises, Hitchcocks operate a 
world-wide mail order business. The 
company sends parts for Royal Enfield 
motorcycles to customers in more than 80 
countries from Australia to Zimbabwe 
and to the most remote locations, such as, 
for instance, Tristan de Cunha and New 
Guinea. 
 

Unrivalled History of Production 
Royal Enfield motorcycles have been in continuous production for 
well over 100 years, an unrivalled record. The first Royal Enfield 
motorcycle was produced in Redditch in 1901, they are now 
manufactured in modern premises in the Indian city of Chennai 
(formally Madras). Sales of Royal Enfield motorcycles continue to 
grow throughout the world. 
 
Full Coverage 
For over ten years Hitchcocks have published an annual catalogue 
of parts and accessories for Royal Enfield �Bullet� motorcycles. T he 
first catalogue was a single A4 sheet. The 2011 catalogue contains 
256 full colour pages with over 2000 individual items listed and 
illustrated. Even so the products featured in the catalogue represent 
only a small selection of the Royal Enfield parts available from 
Hitchcocks. The company holds 11,000 different parts in stock and 

more than 
a million individual items, supplemented by a 
huge quantity of used parts. This is by far the 
largest stock of Royal Enfield parts on the 
planet. The number and range of parts are 
constantly expanding. We relentlessly pursue a 
policy of developing new and improved 
products for Redditch-made and Indian Royal 
Enfields. 
 
As well as sourcing Royal Enfield components 
from external suppliers, we also have a an on-
site machine shop for the production of 
precision and unobtainable components. The 
workshop, manned by a two busy engineers 

with vast experience in the classic motorcycle field, is fully equipped with a large collection of lathes, 
millers, autos and other machines. 
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Web Site 
2010 also saw the launch of a newly designed web site. The web site allows customers to view parts 
books on line, select and order parts, participate in an interactive forum, browse technical notes and 
view the features populating a busy easy-to-use web site. 
 
Expert Advice, Friendly Service 
Hitchcocks receive customers� orders for Royal Enfield parts by phone, email, 
internet, fax and letter from every corner of world. Over the last few years we 
have despatched parts to more than six hundred customers in Australia! Our 
phones are kept busy with requests for technical help and advice from Enfield 
owners. We dig deep to find accurate and reliable answers to customers� 
questions and value our reputation for unrivalled knowledge of Royal Enfield 
machines. 
 
New and Forthcoming Products 
Hitchcocks are always developing and commissioning new products. Current 
priorities include the development of customising kits for the EFI unit construction machines. A trials 
kit and a cafØ racer kit are already available in our 2011 catalogue and web site. 
 
Tuning parts for the new EFI engine are under development. Already available is a 535cc �big bore� kit 
(using a German made piston),  free flowing exhaust systems and a DynoJet Power Commander unit, 
allowing the user to re-program the on-board computer to take account of changes to the engine and 
exhaust system. Other tuning parts for the EFI engine and improved cycle parts are near completion. 
 

Parts for Redditch-Made Machines 
Hitchcocks always keep in mind the needs of 
owners of Redditch made Royal Enfields. These 
models figure prominently in our development 
programme for improved and re-introduced parts. 
In recent months we have taken stock of complete 
rocker assemblies for the 250 Crusaders and also 
for the 350 Model G. For the 250 Crusader range 
we supply a composite head gasket, with excellent 
sealing properties. For earlier H, L, K and KX 
models we stock replacement pistons. The pistons, 
exclusively made for Hitchcocks, are forged in 
England from a high grade alloy and are stocked 
in standard size and in + 40 and + 60 thou 
oversizes. Oil cooler kits for Interceptors are also 

among parts unique to Hitchcocks which we have 
re-introduced for the big twins. 
 
 
 
 
A highlight of the past year has been a inclusion of 
the �Big Head� cylinder heads for the Bullet range. 
This high performance head was included for the 
Bullet range in the early 1960�s, and gained an 
almost legendary reputation. Hitchcocks used 
original drawings to produce a precision item for a 
new generation of Bullet owners. 
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Motorcycling Staff 
Most of Hitchcocks staff of 16 are long-term motorcycle enthusiasts who have been riding for many 
years and have owned a range of machines. Staff machines you might find parked at the premises 
include any of six Royal Enfield Bullets, a beautifully restored Indian Chief, a Rickman Interceptor and 
an early 350 model CO.  
 
Over the last few years Hitchcocks Motorcycles have 
contested the UK pre-1960 classic scrambles class. 
The brace of racing machines are powered by 
heavily-modified Bullet engines housed in a specially 
developed Crusader frame. The engines are based on 
Hitchcocks well-known 612 Bullet conversion. One 
has the regular Bullet cylinder head, the other the 
classic �Big Head�. These bikes are used as �test beds� 
for the development of performance parts. Our 
machines have gained an enviable record for 
reliability and power, finishing in all the 
championship rounds. Over the last two seasons our 
Enfields have achieved a string of good results, 
culminating in 2010 by winning the Pre-60 
championship.
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The whole thing is about socialising with the like-minded � but  be warned, it can be habit forming. 

Come as you are, ride/drive what you want, stay where you want and leave when you want.  And 
don�t forget the camera � 
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IS THERE A PLACE TO TOSS THE SWAG OR PARK THE BUS?   
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CAN I BRING A GUEST  
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PROPOSED RIDES (feedback on suitability is welcome) 

No more than 300km at a leisurely pace on sealed country roads.  Regular stops for leg stretch, 
catch-ups, mornos and lunch.  A Ride Attendance Register will be used and a back-up trailer will be 
available. 
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Sunday 13th March 11 - Morning only.  
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MELBOURNE ROYAL ENFIELD TWIN WORKSHOPS 
 
Some months ago while attempting to drown my sorrows at the local boozer I got talking to one of 
the locals who tells me he has a Royal Enfield Interceptor that he bought brand spanking new in 
1971 sitting in his shed awaiting restoration. This immediately caught my attention and in no time 
at all I was down at his shed up to my armpits in Interceptor parts as I pulled the poor thing into 
little bits. Some months past... 
 
And in an attempt to get the project back on the road we have instigated the Vic Mob Royal Enfield 
Twin weekly workshops on a Wednesday night.  
 
Last Wednesday (23/2/2011) saw Steve, Charles, Derek and I in attendance.  Derek gave us a 
master class on cleaning and setting up Amals. It was found that the problem with Charles� left 
carby was that the needle was not seated properly. Derek reset both carbies and then Charles put 
them back on his Interceptor.  Derek fiddled with the cables to ensure they were pulling in sync and 
then I kicked the Interceptor and nothing.  Lucky we had played this game before and I suspected 
correctly that the bloody fuse had gone! 
 

 
 
Luckily Charles had a few spare fuses so I replaced the fuse and then Charles kicked the motor over 
and varooooommmm! I mean wow!! Both cylinders were firing properly and the motorcycle was 
bouncing around like a cat on a hot tin roof, eventually after a little more tinkering by Derek the 
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motor settled down to a more contained state of raw power. 
 

 
 
So for the first time on both cylinders Charles then I took the motorcycle for a ride and again wow, 
still have to sort the clutch out and a few other bits and pieces but overall I think the motorcycle is 
an absolute cracker. 
 

 
 
 
In the meantime Steve had been collecting all his chrome bits and cleaning them ready to 
rechromed. The News is that the frame and all the painted bits are ready and will be available for 
next weeks workshop.  The story continues... 
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From Hugh McLean:   I got this from a rel in uk - might be something for the newsletter [or 
Floydy to lust after] 
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                            ORDER FORM FOR RECOA PRODUCTS 
YOUR ONE STOP SHOP 

 
Bank Details:    Royal Enfield Club of Australia Inc 

CBA BSB:   063-303   A/C: 1010 2194 
Email:  huscot2000@yahoo.com   

 
FULL NAME: ___________________________________   Phone No. ______________________ 

POSTAL ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________ 

Item:  _________________________  Size: ____________  Quantity:  _______  =  $___________ 
 
By Post:  Post this form, with your cheque/money order/postal note made out to �Royal Enfield 
Club of Australia� to Hugh McLean, 1 Fletcher street, GL ENBROOK, N S W   2773  
Tel  0247395486.    No responsibility taken for cash sent through the Post. 
 
Electronic ordering:  e-mail this form to huscot2000@yahoo.com  and transfer funds to the Club 
account.  Once funds received goods will be sent. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   POSTAGE  &  PACKAGING COSTS ARE EXTRA  

 

                        
������������������    �������    Back view 

            
 
RECOA 2009/10 CALENDARS   $16ea  
HALOGEN H4 12V 100/90W P45T GLOBES $5 ea 
Standard Bullet Chain Half links   $5 ea 
 
Postage and handling on most items is $17. If you are ordering a quantity of items, there may be a 
higher postage charge; I shall advise you by email or letter.  Delivery can be free to AGM�s, rallies 
 

     2 litre petrol can $10 
Belt buckles $25 each      380ml Club Coffee Mugs $12.50 + postage & packaging 

RECOA 
blue polo 
club shirts 
$20  

RECOA 
Wallets 
$25 each 

RECOA 
Caps 
$15 each 

2007 AGM 
souvenir T-shirt 
(S,M,L)  $15 

RECOA 
Patches & 
Stickers  
$6.50 
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